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This appendix accompanies the paper “Job Preferences, Labor Market Power, and
Inequality”. It includes derivations of economic quantities, along with proofs and dis-
cussions related to equilibrium properties, identification, and estimation. Additionally,
it provides details about data preparation, robustness analyses, and model extensions.

A. Derivation of Equilibrium Quantities and Model Extensions

A.l.  Firm Labor Supply

Given a set of wage offers W(X) = {W; (X )}izl, a worker with skills X whose marginal
utility of (log) earnings equals S would choose to work for an employer j with probability:
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Here, the second-to-last equality holds because {¢;; }; ; are independent and the final equality
holds because ¢;; is identically distributed. The mass of workers with skills X at firm j is:
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Under a logit error structure, where F¢(€) = exp(—exp(—¢)), the choice probability becomes:
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Define (B3, X) = i:l exp(Blog Wi (X) + ax (X)) as the wage index for this type of worker.
For workers with skills X; = X, the total mass of workers supplied to an employer j equals:
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A.2.  Equilibrium Wage Equation

Each employer j in the market chooses a set of wages {W;(x, ¢)} ., to maximize profit:
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In this expression, D ;(x, ¢) is the labor demand for skills X = (x, ¢), which equals the labor
supply curve S; (., ¢) in equilibrium. Plugging in these curves, the first order condition is:
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where Lj.ﬁ( X) = / ¢L;(x, ¢)dy denotes the efficiency units of labor for a given skill type y.

Let £;(X) = dlogL;(X)/0log W;(X) be the labor supply elasticity for workers with
skills X = (x, ). Asg;(X) =0L;(X)W;(X)/0W;(X)L;(X), the first-order condition is:
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For workers with skills X, the wage markdown at a firm j is %Wé—g)(x) =g;(X)/(1+¢&;(X)).

Lemmas 1 and 2 establish the existence of an equilibrium corresponding to a unique set of
profit-maximizing wages {W;(X)}x for each firm j. In this equilibrium, the firm’s problem
has an interior solution, so wages satisfy the first-order condition. In logs, this condition is:
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A.3.  Firm Labor Supply Elasticity and Higher-Order Derivatives

I now derive the firm-specific elasticity of labor supply, as well as higher derivatives of
the labor supply curves, from the perspective of an employer that views itself as strategically
small. In particular, I assume that the firm does not internalize the impact of its own wage on
a worker i’s wage index, i.e., d1(3, X)/0W;(X) = 0. As a first step, I establish two claims.

Claim A.3.1. For any function g : Ry — R taking values in the support of 3, it follows that:
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Claim A.3.2. For any function g : Ry — R taking values in the support of g, it follows that:
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To simplify notation going forward, I define the function 7;x  : Ry — R, such that:
Tjix,s(W; (X)) = Ex (8" exp(Bw;(X) +a;(X))/1(B. X)).

Claim A.3.1 implies that: d7jxs(w;(x))/0w;(X) = Tjx s+1(w;(X)). Claim A.3.2 implies
that: 7;x s(w;(X))/7ix,0(w;(X)) = Ex(B°|j(i) = j). Using these properties, I derive the
first five derivatives of the (log) labor supply curve £;(X) with respect to (log) wage w; (X).

First Derivative. The labor supply elasticity for a firm is £;(X) = 0¢;(X)/0w;(X), where:
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Second Derivative. The second derivative of the labor supply curve 4%¢;(X)/ 8w§(X ) is:
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Third Derivative. The third derivative of the labor supply curve 93¢ (X)/ c’)w?(X ) is:
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Fourth Derivative. The fourth derivative of the labor supply curve 9*¢ (X)/ c’)wjf(X ) is:
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Fifth Derivative. The fifth derivative of the labor supply curve 9°¢ (X)/ c')w?(X ) is:
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A.4. Worker Rents

The average rents for workers with skills X at firm j are Ry = Ex(R}"|j (i) = j), where:
uij(Wi(Xi) = R, a;(X;)) = 1}1;%) wij (Wi (X)), a; (X)).

Let W;(X) be the wage that firm j provides to workers with skills X. For any W < W;(X),
the density of these workers who would be willing to accept their current job at wage W is:
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Average worker rents are computed by integrating W;(X) — W with respect to this density:
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The final equality relies on the assumption that firms view themselves as infinitesimal in the
market. By changing the order of integration, the average worker rents can be re-written as:
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By averaging over worker skills X, I can compute the mean rents for all workers at firm j:
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Note that the conditional expectation E(fﬁj j (i) = j, Xi = X) can be decomposed such that:
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A.5. Employer Rents

Employer rents come in the form of excess profits that firms obtain by exploiting their
wage-setting power. To calculate these rents, I consider a counterfactual setting where firms
are price-takers in the market, facing perfectly-elastic labor supply curves. I define the rents
at firm j to be the difference between the true and counterfactual profits RS =TI, — Hf.rice'taker.

For any employer j, the profit I; that is realized in the monopsonistic labor market is:
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To simplify the expression above, define w; (), ¢) as the share of effective labor that workers
with skills X = (y, ¢) contribute to firm j. These effective labor shares are defined so that:
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These shares aggregate to one, since: >}, cx / w;(x,¢)de = 1. Using this property, I write:
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If an employer j is a price-taker in the market, then its profit H?rice'mker equals:
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Taking first-order conditions with respect to labor demand yields the wage equation:
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In equilibrium, the labor demand D?t(X ) equals the labor supply L?t(X ), which is given by:
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Given counterfactual wages and labor supply curves, the profit can be written as:
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For any firm j, define YJ‘.’t =T, (erx 0y (f <pL‘J’.t()(, go)dgo) J) "/ . The employer rents are:

Y™
Z/(Ha]s]()c ¢))wj(x,go)dgo—a,~ el
l+8J(X’Q0) ’ YJ

xeX

H Hprlce -taker — Y x

A.6.  Pass-through of TFP Shocks to Wages

The elasticity of the wage W;(X) with respect to a firm’s total factor productivity 7} is:
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A.7. Allocative Inefficiency

In this economy, aggregate social welfare is defined as ‘W, where:
J
W =E (max {I/tij (WJ(X,'), aj(Xi))}) + IOg Z Hj.
J :
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Using the formula for the expectation of a maximum over TIEV random variables, I write:!
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where y ~ 0.5772 is the Euler-Mascheroni constant. The social planner seeks to maximize
welfare by solving ‘W* = maxy;(;);, W. The optimality condition of the planner’s problem is:
ow 0
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for all skills X and employers j. By evaluating these derivatives, I obtain the following:

ow  9([logI(Bi, X) fax(BilX) fx(X)dp;) dlog XTI,

aL,(X) 9L, (X) LX)
-1
_ [ dlogI(5i, X)) o[
= / WfﬁlX(ﬁilX)fX(X)dﬁi"' L, (X) (JZ:; Hj)
-1
[ Biexp (BilogW;(X) +a;(X)) (8log W;(X) om; [
_/ 1(Bi, X) ( 9L, (X) )fﬁlX(ﬁi|X)fX(X)dﬂi+—aLj(X) (]Z:;H,) -

IThis property is proven in Small & Rosen (1981). Even without TIEV errors, expected maximal utility is:
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Let sj‘. (X) be the elasticity of wage w.r.t. labor in the solution to the social planner’s problem.

-1
oW &(X)  om; (<
9L, (X) ~ &5(X) 9L, (X) (; L )

-1
80 9[Y = [ W)L (X)dX] (Z Hj)

&5(X) dL;(X) £
-1
_a®) (S 3Y; AW (X)L;(X)
&%) +(; Hf) (aLj(X) T oL (X) —Wj(X))
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The solution to the social planner’s problem is to set the elasticity of wages with respect
to labor to zero for all X and j. This involves adjusting wages so that the markdowns are
zero. To implement the first-best policy, a planner can give wage-specific wage subsidies to
workers, where the shape of the subsidy curve depends on the distribution of preferences.

In the monopsonistic economy, without any policy intervention, welfare is given by:

1+(Ij8j(X)

J
W = / log I(Bi, X) fp,x (Bi» X)d (i, X) +7+10gJZZ;Yj (/ ( 1+&;(X)

Under the first-best optimal allocation that solves the planner’s problem, welfare is given by:
J
W= [ 108 1681 X) fpux(Bi X)d 81 X) 4y +1og Y .
j=1

The first-best optimal allocation is achieved in a competitive (Walrasian) economy. To com-
pute optimal welfare ‘W™, I consider a counterfactual setting where all firms are price-takers.

A.8.  Micro-foundation for the Worker’s Indirect Utility Function

I now present a simple micro-foundation for the indirect utility function of the worker,
where each worker i chooses a firm j to maximize utility from consuming goods and leisure.
Let C;; denote the worker’s expected consumption from working at the firm and let H;; denote
the worker’s expected time spent working. A worker i’s utility from choosing a firm j equals:

uij = fi(Cij, Hij).

Let H;(X;) denote the scheduled work hours for employees with skills X; at firm j, accounting
for paid time off, overtime, vacation leave, and other benefits. Let H; ; denote the idiosyncratic
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component of hours worked, accounting for commuting time and worker-firm match factors.
Assume that f; : R2 — R is log-additive in consumption and scheduled hours, such that:

fi(Cij, Hij) = a; + k; log C;j — UIOgHj(Xi) - f(Hij)-

The marginal rate of substitution between log consumption and log work hours equals —«; /7.
Define the worker’s budget constraint as C;; = W;(X;), where W;(X;) denotes total earnings.
Additionally, define a;(X) = —log H;(X,), B = «:/n, and &; = —n~' f(H;;). It follows that:

@
ujj = ;l +Bilog Wi(X;) +a;(X;) + €,

which corresponds to utility specification (1) in the paper.?2 Note that this utility function can
be extended to include non-labor income. For example, let V; denote the worker’s other forms
of income. The budget constraint becomes C;; = W;(X;) + V;. If V; is observed in data, then
I can re-define earnings to be W; i (Xi) = W;(X;)+V;, and the same utility specification applies.

A.9. Extension: Capital and Monopolistic Competition in the Product Market

I now give an extension of the model that includes capital and monopolistic competition
in the product market. Consider a monopolistic firm j with the following production function:
ni A 1—a;
Q; =T;K}"N,”,
. e . 1-«;
where K; denotes capital. In a monopolistic product market, the revenue curveis Y; = Q ; .

For each skill vector X, labor is hired according to the labor supply curve L ;(X) and capital
is rented at some fixed price r;. The firm’s profit function has the following representation:

I, = Q;_K-" - Z (/ W;(Oxs @)L (x, 90)6190) — 1K
xeX

~ A 1-a;
=TiKN;" = (/ Wil @)L (x so)dso) - riKj,
xeX

where T; = TJ.I_Kj, i =n;(1-«;),and @; = @; + k;(1 — «;). I now show that both perfect
and monopolistic competition in the product market yield the same profit function. As a first
step, I derive the first order condition of the firm’s problem with respect to capital K ;. I write:

1
ﬁj*l
Ty
a;

Kj=|—"=%
77jT.iNj ‘

2The term f—]‘ does not vary across firms. Therefore, it does not impact the worker’s employment decisions.
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Plugging this condition into the firm’s profit function, I obtain the following:

7 1

l]j*l I]j*l
r 1-a; r
=T\ ——=| N DY (/ Wj()(,‘P)Lj(X,QD)dSD)_” i
;TN TNy

XX

t

i

1 -
_ r f]jfl ’ 77j71 _%
= |T; P il N Wite o)L (s ¢)de |
J5J

1;T; Yex

Note that this is just a reinterpretation of the original problem, where the firm’s profit equals:

A 1-@;
n; =7;,N,"% - Z (/ W;(x, o)L (x, so)dso),
xeX
/s 1

where I define the terms (7, &;) such that: T} = T; (ﬁ’T) - ( ’) T and @ = 17
J5J J

B. Properties of the Model: Proofs and Discussion
B.1. Preference Heterogeneity and Substitution Patterns

Consider a version of the utility specification (1) where the taste shocks {¢;;}; ; are i.i.d.
and the coefficient S is constant across workers. In this case, preferences can be written as:

uij(Wj(Xi),aj(Xi)) = 6J'Xi +€ij,

where 6;x, = Blog W;(X;) + a;(X;) is a deterministic function of (W;(X;),a;(X;)). Given
posted wages {W; (X) }iz |» @ worker with skills X will work for employer j with probability:

[

PO = 1% =)= [T F(ax o] rcorce

© k#j

Proof of Property 1.

Define P;x = P(j(i) = j|X; = X) as the share of workers with skills X at firm j. If the
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terms {¢;,}; ; are i.i.d. and §; = g for all i, then the own-wage elasticity of labor supply is:

6P.,'ij(X) B Wj(X) /
6W (X)

= FE 6 _6 ~ . ~d~
OW;(X)Pix  Pjx l_l (0)x = Okx +€) fe () dE

X k#j

_Wi(X) * N o g
= P]X X[Oo m II;EFG((SJ.X_ékX-FG)fG(G)dG

W;(X) /°°
“ TPy
X = | kzj \ ee{ ).k}

_ W) 00
Pix  oW;(X)

:_XZ

k#j

Fe(Sjx — 6ex + €) fe(6jx — Oix + €) fe(é)dé

oW, (X)

/ l—[ Fe(0jx — 6ex +€)fe(0jx — Okx + €) fe (€)dé
% re{j.k}

/ ]_[ Fe(6jx — 6ox +€) fe (6% — Sxx + €) fe ()dE|.

te{j.k}

In addition, the cross-wage elasticity of labor supply with respect to any firm k& # j equals:

OPXWi(X) _ Wi(X) /
OW(X)P;x  Pjx 5Wk(X)

§jx — Orx +€) fe(€)dé
X t#j

W X -
k() / 8Wk(X)n (6x — Oex + €) fe (6)dé

Wk(X) 00kx /w
— X X
Pix oW (X)

FG((S]'X —O0rx + g)fe (5jX —Orx + g)fe(g)dg
T Le{j,k}

=——></ (6jx = Sex +€) fe(6x — Six + €) fe (E)dE.
< tefj, k}

Suppose that P;x = Py for firms j, j* € {1,...,J}. Then §;x = ¢/ x, which means that:3

W )P XZ[/_ [ Fel@ix=oox+&)felorx- 5kx+€)fe(e)de}

P,
X e LY ek

= PLX / ]_[ Fe(6yx — Oex + &) f2(€)dé
X ~® ee{j.j}
+ [/ Fe(Sjx — Gex + E)Fe(é) fe (0 'X—ékx+€)fe(€)d€]
ke{j.j'y BT eel).gk}
:_XZ [‘/ l_[ Sjrx — 65X+e)f€( X (5kX+e)f€(e)de]
k=j’ te¢{j’k}

3The labor shares P jx are strictly increasing in (and thus are uniquely determined by) the parameters ¢ ;x.
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OP 1 x W (X)
This final expression corresponds to

W Moreover, for any k ¢ {j, j'}, I can write:

OPjxWi(X) B

= — F , ., d
aWk(X)PJX Pj’X X /oo [J;lk} (61 X~ 5€X + e)fG( X~ 5kX + G)fe(é-) €

B

- TP, X/ [] Fel@yx—0ex+&)Fe(@)fe(6x — dux + &) fe (é)de
IX I g gk

= —i X / 1_I Fe (6j’X —O0rx + g)fe (6.1"X —Orx + g)fe(g)dg.
T Le{j’ .k}

. . AP x Wi (X
This expression equals 77 xWi(X)

. g
T XIPx the cross-wage elasticity at firm j” with respect to firm k.

O

Consider the special case where ¢;; follows a Type I extreme value distribution. The labor
shares in this case have the following closed form expressions: P;x = exp(d;x)/ Ziz L exp(dkx)-
Under this specification, it is easy to see that Property 1 holds since the wage elasticities are:

OPixWi(X) |B(1-Pjx) ifj=k
OWr(X)Pjx | -BPix if j # k.

Next, suppose that §; is heterogeneous across workers. Then the choice probabilities are:

P(j() =jlXi=X) = / P(j () = jIBi = B, Xi = X) fp1x(BIX)dp.

Equivalently, this probability can be expressed as E[P(j (i) = j|B;, X;)|X; = X], which equals
the conditional expectation of 3-specific choice probabilities among workers with skills X.

Proof of Property 2.

To ease notation, let P;x = P(j(i) = j|X; = X) and P;x(B;) = P(j(i) = jIBi, Xi = X) be
the aggregate and -specific labor shares, respectively, for a firm. The wage elasticities are:

OP;xWi(X)  Wi(X) o d

OWK(X)P;x  Pjx ~ OWi(X)
- aWJX(f))Wk(mfmx(mxwﬁ
_P/X/5Wk(X)PjX(ﬁ)

( / Pix(B) fy1 (BIX)d

Pix(B) fp1x(BIX)dp,
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for any firm k € {1,...,J}. These elasticities can also be expressed in terms of expectations:
OPixWi(X) (anX(ﬁi)Wk(X)P. (,8-))

Wi (X)P)x WL (X)Pyx(B) T

(‘9PJX(,31)WI<(X) 1 ’ (i) = ) LE (8PJ'X(,81')WI¢(X) y
W (X)Px(Bi) T w0 Px (B)

(5ij(ﬁi)Wk(X)
OW(X)Pjx(Bi)

-1
=Pix|E

o ) ¢j)(1 - Pjx)

j(i)=j)-

So, the aggregate elasticity is the average of 5-specific elasticities among workers at the firm.
O

Proof of Property 3.

To ease notation, let &;(X) = W and &;(B, X) = %}m be the aggregate

and S-specific own-wage elasticities of labor supply, respectively, for a firm. It follows that:
dg;j(X) )
dlogW;(X) 8logW (X)
_pel / 3] & (B, X)Pjx(B)]
X dlog W;(X)

[ 0lei(B.X)Pix(B)]
_ij./ dlog W;(X)

/ &1 (8. X)Px(B) fyx (BIX)dB

OP;xW;(X)
W, (X)

fﬁlx(ﬁlx)dﬁ_P;)%( )/gj(ﬁaX)PjX(B)f,Bx(ﬁD()dB

fpix(BIX)dB — £5(X)

l [ ](V[;(X) BB+ [ m]ﬂai(ﬁ,X)me(MX)dﬁ

W;(X)
_1 681(,8 X)
g W;(X) Fix

~&5(X)

(B) fp1x(BIX)dB + P / 2(B, X) Px(B) fy1 (BIX)dB — £3(X).

By the same reasoning that is used in the proof of Property 2, I can re-write this quantity as:

d&;(X) e;(Bi,X) | . _ . N oo
o0 = (g |0 =) B (5650301 100 =) =B 530 i) =)'
9 &;(Bi, X)
_E(alf)igW(X) X; = X, J(z)_])+Val”(8](,3, X) | X =X, j(i) = j).

The final expression above is additively separable into two terms. The first term is the
average derivative of &;(f;, X) taken with respect to log W; (X) among workers i at the firm.
The second term represents the conditional variance of &;(8;, X) among workers i at the firm.

]
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B.2.  Existence and Uniqueness of an Equilibrium

In order to prove the existence and uniqueness of an equilibrium, it is first necessary to
establish some basic properties about the firm-specific labor supply curves, as well as the
production and profit functions. The properties that I discuss below will guide my analysis.

Firm-Specific Labor Supply Curves

The total mass of workers with skills X employed at a firm j is given by S;(X), where:

*© W;(X
s,00= [ ( T (proe () + st -0+ fe(g)dg)fﬁ,x(ﬁ,X)dﬁ-
% k#j

Throughout my analysis, I assume that firms perceive themselves to be strategically small
within the economy. Thus, a firm j sets its wages {W;(X) } x without considering the impact
of changing its own wages on the labor that is supplied to other firms. By Property 2, I write:

010g S;(X) _ _ (910gP(i() = /1B X0
dlogW;(X) dlog W;(X;)

ey

Xi=X,j@0) =J')

[ l_[ Fe(0jx, —0ex, + €) fe(0)x, — Okx; + €) fe(€)de

Pix.
TXi ez 1Y% eeq ok

Xi :X’J(l)zj),

where I define 6x, = Blog W, (X;) +a;(X;). Using this formula, I prove the following claim.
Claim B.2.1. The labor supplied to a firm §;(X) is strictly-increasing in the wage W;(X).

Proof. Because log(-) is a strictly-increasing transformation, it is sufficient to show that
the derivative dlog S;(X)/d log W;(X) is strictly positive for any wage W;(X) € R,,. First,
note that 0 < Fc(e;) < 1 and 0 < fe(€;;) < 1 for all €; € R since the taste shocks €; take
positive density everywhere on R. In addition, because P(3; > 0|X; = X) > O for every X, it
must be that 9 log P(j (i) = j|B:, X;)/0log W;(X;) is strictly positive for all values of (5;, X;).
From this property, I conclude that the derivative d log S;(X)/d log W;(X) is strictly positive.

O

This claim ensures that, for any values of {Wj (X)}«+;, the labor supply S;(X) for firm j
is uniquely defined by firm j’s wage W;(X). Thus, any equilibrium is uniquely characterized
by the wages that maximize the firms’ profit function subject to the labor supply constraint.
The goal of the rest of this section is to demonstrate that such wages do exist and are unique.
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Firm Production Functions

In equilibrium, labor demand D ; (X) equals labor supply S;(X). A firm j’s output is:
I-aj

pi\ Pi
Yj:Tj(Zer(/SDLj(Xv<P)d<P) ) -

xeX

Among workers with skills X = (y, ¢), the marginal product of labor at the firm is given by:

l—(tj_l

aY] ( ( ) Pj 1 ( ) Pj Pj
_ = ‘pl . | - )0 (/ 90/[ (s ‘,0/ d@’) § 9 , (/ ‘p/[ . X’, 90/ d@’)
a l _](X’ {9) J J7YIX J X’EX JX J

= Lij(l - aj)HjX (L;ff(/\/))pj_l ( ZX 9}'){’ (Lj'ﬁ()(,))pj
x'e

I prove the next three claims by deriving the Hessian matrix Hy, of the production function.

2y.
Claim B.2.2. If @ € (0, 1) and p; < 1, then 77 g)gij(w,) <Ofor y € X and ¢, ¢’ € R,,.

Proof. Fix y € X and ¢, ¢’ € R. The derivative of % with respect to L;(y, ¢’) is:

l—arj

Y, = oTi(1 =)0, | ¢ (pj — 1 L w0 L i) |
i = T a0 ¢ 0= [ ettxerag) 2 ([ etitrora)
2pj=2 pj 1%_,-_2
+¢'(1—a;—pj)0jy (/ ‘PLj(XaSD)d‘P) (Z Ox (/ soLj()(,so)dsO) ) ]
xeX

l-a;
o
Pj i,

’ pj—2 (2 ! :
Define {jypp = @'Ti(1 — )8, (Lj-ﬁ(/\/)) (ZX'eX % (Ljﬁ()( )) ) . This term
is positive since ¢, ¢’,T},6;,, > 0 and employment is positive. Using this notation, I write:
_1]

82)’]- [ Pj Pj
— = Civee |[(0j = D+ (L= —p))8jy (LT (x) 0y (LT (x")
3Lt 0L (o)~ v’ | =00 (50) 2,0 (£500)

0i (L 00)”

Zyexbiy (Lj-ff()('))pj ]

=Ljxee |(0j - D+ (1 —a;—pj)

. (92Yj 1 62Yj
As {jyep > 0, it must be that 9L 9L v Trow X 9L 9L v < 0.

The effective labor share 6, (LS"( X)) E vex Oy (L( x))? for skill type y is bounded

< 0if and only if
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3%Y;
L (x,¢)IL;(x.¢")

between 0 and 1. Given these properties, I conclude that < 0 if and only if:

eff ki e ki
0 1 (92Yj (1 Wi Ox (Ljﬁ(/‘()) ] Ojx (Ljff()())
7 Trvow 0L, (o) VTP pj | T Pj
Cper 0L 0r @)OL; (1 ¢1) Lyex Oy (Lj'ﬁ(/\//)) ] Lyex Oy (L;E(X/)) ]
o
Ojx (Ljff()()) '
=-(1-pj)-a;

Pj
Zx’i)( HJ'X/ (Ljff(/\/l))

Re-arranging terms, this inequality becomes: p; < 1+a;X0;, (L‘J".ff()())pj /3 ey O (Lj.ff()(’))pf.
Whenever o € (0,1) and p; < 1, this inequality holds trivially. It is worth noting that values
of p; above unity may also satisfy this inequality, particularly if the returns to scale parameter
1 — a; is small and/or if the effective labor share for the skill type y is large within this firm.
O

Claim B.2.3. Suppose that a € (0, 1). For any y, y’ € X, where y # x’, and ¢, ¢’ € R4,
8%Y;
@)OL;(x".¢")

the derivative 3 I(x. is positive when p; < 1 — a; and negative when p; > 1 —«;.

8%Y;
©)OL;(x".¢")

Proof. Fix x, ¥’ € X, where y # x’, and ¢, ¢’ € R. The derivative 77~ o is:

J 5
l-a;
7y 2

9%Y;
OL;(x,@)OL;(x',¢’)

1 j
= o¢/Tj(1 = a))(1 = = p)0 O (LTCOLT (1)) ( > 0 (L5700
xeX

l-a;
pj-1 Pi\ 5, 2
Theterm ¢y = 99Ty (1-)03,0 (LTOLS O] (S e 0 (L5 00)) ) 7
is always greater than zero. Therefore, the sign of the derivative is pinned downby 1 -a; —p;.
This quantity will be positive whenever p; < 1-a; and will be negative whenever p; > 1-a;.

O
Claim B.2.4. Suppose that @ € (0, 1) and p; < 1. The production function Y; is concave.

Proof. The effective labor L‘}if( = f oL ;(x, ¢)dyin each skill type y is a concave, strictly
increasing function of {L;(x, ¢)},. Define the mappings g : le\,' — Riyand h: Ry — R,
so that: g(Lj_f-F) = Y yex 9./X(Lj'ﬂ:()())pj and h(x) = zj(l—(lj)/pj. If0 < p; g‘ 1, thep§(L;ﬁ)
has a diagonal Hessian matrix with negative eigenvalues —p; (1 —p;)6;, (Lj."I ( X))p 77, Also,
since /(x) is monotonically increasing, ¥; = h(g(Lj.ff)) is quasiconcave in L;.ff. Now suppose
that p; < 0. Then the Hessian matrix of g(Lj.ﬁ) is positive definite, which means that g(Lj.ﬁ)
is convex. In addition, the function A (x) is monotonically decreasing, so Y; = h(g(Ljﬁ)) is
quasiconcave in Lf]’.ff. Any positive, quasiconcave function is concave if it is homogeneous of
degree k € (0, 1]. It follows that Y; is concave in Lj.ﬁ. So, itis also concave in {L;(x, ¢)} ¢

]
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Claim B.2.2 establishes conditions under which firms face decreasing marginal returns
to hiring labor of the same skill type. Claim B.2.3 presents conditions under which different
skill types are treated as substitutes (or complements) in the firm’s production. Claim B.2.4
demonstrates that the output of a firm is a concave function of its labor inputs {L; (x, ¢)} y.¢-

Firm Profit Functions

After plugging in the labor supply constraint, the profit function for any firm j equals:
=Y, - / W (X)L;(X)dX.

The derivative of this function with respect to the wage W;(X) for workers with skills X is:

on; 9, y dL;(X) L0 - W) dL;(X)
OW;(X)  OL;(X) "~ ow;(Xx) PTOW(X)
:Lj(X)x( o, X &;(X) —l—sj(X)).
AL (X) "~ W;(X)

Next, I derive the Hessian matrix Hyy; of the firm’s profit function. The diagonal entries are:

;0% y AL;(X) 2+ aY; y d’L;(X) LX) AL (X) _W_(X)azLj(X)
OW?(X) - AL (X) (BW,-(X)) OL;(X) "~ oW3(X) OW;(X) OW;(X) ! IW?F(X)
0%Y; (6Lj(X))2 ( aY;

_ " ~ O’Li(X) IL;(X)
S aLA(X) T \aW,(X) IL;(X)

aWJZ(X) oW, (X)

Wj(X))

If the first-order condition binds, then (ﬂa-—l/(j}(’) - W;(X) = W;(X)/&;(X), which implies that:
J
o 9% y (aL,-(X))2 W;(X) y *L;(X) _OL;(X)
OWA(X) — ALA(X) " \aW;(X)]  e;(X) T aw2(X) T OW;(X)
LX) | &%, oL;x W3H(X) 02L;(X
= J( )x % J( )xsj(X)+ / X s )—Zsj(X)
W0 " |aL2(x) T aw;(X) e (X)L;(X) " aWA(X)
[ 98;(X) 2
L (X 9%;  OL;(X Foew oo +€7(X) —&(X)
LX) 1 9N L) |y T L 26(X)
Li(X) [ 8%, AL (X) o X
= X L xsj(X)+amg—w—sj(X)—l .
Wi(X) " [aL3(X)  OW;(X) £;(X)
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where the second-to-last equality above relies on the observation that mj—V[(/()X) is equal to:

AL; (X)W;(X)
O Wi(X)

oW, (X)

W;(X) aZLJ-(X)_(('j’LJ-(X))ZXWj(X)+aLJ-(X)>< 1
Li(X) = aw3(X) \oW;(X) LA(X)  OW;(X) " Lj(X)
Wi(X)  92L,;(X) (BLJ-(X))Z W2 (X)  OL(X) Wi(X)

= X - + X

Lj(X) — awz(x) \OW;(X) LX) oW;(X)  L;(X)

Wi (X) 9L (X)
= X
Li(X) — aw3(X)

_WJ(X) X

- &£5(X) +&;(X).

2
The oft-diagonal entries of the Hessian matrix are given by m, for X # X’, where:

91, ~ 8%Y; AL;(X) OLj(X")
W, (X)aW;(X')  OL;(X)OL;(X') ~ aW;(X) ~ oW, (X')’

Taken together, the Hessian of I1; has the form Hp, = AT (Hyj )A+B, where Hy, is the Hessian
matrix of the firm’s production function, and where A and B are both diagonal matrices with

. AL; (X Li(X de;(X .
entries Axx = 3% ((X)) and Bxy = W;((X)) [(6IO§-§,‘(,J_())(>)/8_,~(X) - (g;(X) + 1)], respectively.4
To interpret the propertles of the Hessian matrix Hyy;, I will consider two special cases:

Special Case 1. Assume S is constant for workers with skills X, i.e., Var(B;|X; = X) = 0. In
this case, d &;(X)/dlog W;(X) = Var(g;|X; = X, j(i) = j) = 0. It follows that Hyy; equals:

J

This matrix is negative definite, which means that the profit function II; is concave. To see
why, note that B has strictly negative eigenvalues and that Hy, is always negative definite
when a; € (0,1) and p; < 1. Thus, Hy, must also be negative definite, since, for any v # 0:

Li(X)(&;(X)+1)
W;(X)

Hp; = AT(Hy,)A+B, where B = -diag ([

vTHp,v =vT (AT(Hyj)A +B)v
=vTAT(Hy;)Av +vTBv
= (Av)T(Hy,)(Av) +vTBv < 0.
Special Case 2. Assume that firms do not exercise wage-setting power, i.e., W;(X) = 3 La }; -
In this setting, the Hessian matrix of the firm’s profit function equals Hy;; = AT (Hy,)A + B,
where B = -2 diag ( g‘l;, (( X))] ) Just as in the previous case, this simplification ensures that

this matrix Hnj is negative definite. Therefore, the firm’s profit function must be concave.

Both special cases lead to concavity of the profit function, which is a useful property for
proving that a unique equilibrium exists. However, this property does not apply in general,

4Since % > 0 for all X, the entries of the matrix AT (Hy,)A share the same signs as the entries of Hy,.
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which means that I cannot use it in the proof. To understand why, consider the matrix B. The
diagonal entries of B, which also correspond to its eigenvalues, are negative as long as:

95X <gj(X)(&;(X)+1), forall X
dlogW;(X) / ’ '

Under the logit model, &;(X) equals E(B;|X; = X, j(i) = j) and 0 &;(X) /0 log W;(X)
equals Var(B;|X; = X, j(i) = j). So, the inequality above is more likely to hold if workers
at firm j have higher marginal utilities of (log) earnings and/or if the dispersion of these
marginal utilities is low. Since the elasticity &;(X) increases in a firm’s wage W;(X), the
inequality is more likely to hold when firms offer higher wages. Note that it is difficult to
draw general conclusions about the signs of the entries of B without placing restrictions on
the distribution of 8. This ambiguity makes it hard to establish when Hyy; is negative definite.

Lemma 1. There exists an equilibrium involving strictly positive wages and employment.

Proof. I only consider equilibria where wages are positive, i.e., W;(X) > 0 for every X. Also,
since the taste shocks ¢;; take positive density on R, it follows that P(j (i) = j|B;, X;) > O for
all (B;, X;). Thus, L;(X) = fx(X) X E[P(j(i) = jIBi» X)|X; = X| > 0 for any X, which
means that any equilibrium involves strictly positive employment. For a firm to Pe profitable,
its wage cannot exceed the revenue that it receives per unit of labor. Because aiTl(/jX) < 0, this
restriction guarantees that there exists a strict upper bound on the wage W; (X )]at each firm.
Therefore, for any firm j, the set of feasible wages {W;(X)}x is contained within a convex,
compact subset of the Euclidean space. Moreover, any equilibrium must lie in the interior of
this subspace since limy; (x)—0 I1;/0W;(X) > 0 and limy, (x)—c 011;/0W;(X) < O for all
X, implying that a firm is always able to increase profit by deviating from a corner solution.

Given this reasoning, I restrict attention to wages that satisfy the first-order condition:
€j (X) an

x . forall X.
T+&,(X) 9L, (X) "

W;(X) =

This condition takes the form of a continuously differentiable system of equations, where
the right-hand-side is bounded within the set of feasible wages.> By Brouwer’s fixed point
theorem, there is a solution to this system of equations, which corresponds to an equilibrium.

m]

Note. Not every critical point of the profit function is necessarily an equilibrium. For
the wages {W;(X)}x to exist in equilibrium, they must be a global maximizer of the firm’s
profit function II;. I now prove that there is almost always a unique global maximizer of II;.

. (X oY; aY; ;. .
5Specifically, 0 < (1?85«())())(&,« (jx)) < aLj(jx)’ where W(IX) is finite for all L;(X) > 0. The labor supply

curve L;(X) is bounded from below by 0: L;(X|W;(X) =0) = fx(X) f ﬁ exp(a; (X)) fzx(BilX)dB; > 0.
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Lemma 2. There is a unique solution to the firm’s problem for almost all values of (a;, p;).

Proof. Let W;(X) = [W;(X)]x denote the vector of wages at firm j. The first-order condition
requires that g ;(W;(X)) equals zero, where g;(W;(X)) is a multi-valued function satisfying:

Sj(X) (?Y](W](X))

. forall X.
1+8,(X)  0L;(X) ord

gix(W;(X)) = W;(X) -
I examine the properties of g; by deriving the Jacobian J,,. This matrix has diagonal entries:

dgx(W;(X))

0e;(X) Y (W;X) &) 0%Y; (W;(X)) o OLi(X)
~ 1 y ag;(X)  &(X) y 8%Y;(W;(X)) y AL;(X)
gi(X)(1+&;(X))  dlogW;(X) 1+&;(X) IL(X) OW;(X)’

L . -2
W, (X) =1-(1+&;(X)) " x

where the second equality uses the first-order condition. The off-diagonal entries of J,, are:

dgx(W;(X (X A%Y;(W;(X OL (X’
gx(W;( )):_ £;(X) % 1 (W;(X)) % j( )’ for X + X'.
BWJ(X’) 1+8j(X) 8LJ(X)8LJ(X’) aWj(X’)
Thus, this Jacobian matrix has the form J,, = I — (diag (%) (Hy,)A + C), where Hy, is
the Hessian of the production function, A is a diagonal matrix with entries Axx = %, C

is a diagonal matrix with entries Cyy = 8;1 (X)(1 +8_/(X))_1 X [0&;(X)/dlogW;(X)], Iis

&%) ) is a diagonal matrix of skill-specific wage markdowns.

the identity matrix, and diag (15 &0

Consider any vector of wages W;(X) that satisfies the first-order condition. Given firm
amenities and the distribution of workers’ preference parameters, the matrices diag (%),
A, and C are fully determined by these wages. Moreover, for any a; € (0,1) and p; < 1, the
Hessian matrix Hy, of the production function is always nonsingular for any wage vector that
is realized. Given this property, the determinant of the Jacobian matrix J,, when evaluated
at the wage vector W;(X), is nonzero for almost all values of (a;,p;) € (0,1) X (oo, 1).
Therefore, the matrix J,, will be nonsingular with probability one at the wage vector W;(X).
By the inverse function theorem, it is further guaranteed that W;(X) is a locally unique fixed
point solution to the first-order condition with probability one. Furthermore, given that the

set of fixed points is compact, it must have finitely-many elements with probability one.

Lastly, suppose that there are two equilibria. Since they are almost always locally stable,
. . . . . 1-a; ]
we may use the implicit function theorem to define the marginal effect of — on the firm’s

J

profit at each equilibrium. Since these marginal effects are different, any slight change in L

causes profit to differ at the resulting equilibria. So, there is almost always one equilibrium.
]
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C. Identification Proofs and Estimation Details
C.1. Identification of Worker Skills

Proof of Proposition 1.

Suppose that ¢ L B|x, 7 and a;(x,¢) = aj, + a,,. The labor supplied to a firm j is:

exp(Blog Wi (x, @) +ajy)
Liz(x,¢) = /

T +(x,p)dp,
i CXP(ﬁlogW;:fj(X,go)+akX)fﬁ'X’ (B fr. ol (X )P

where W;?f( X, ¢) = W;z(x, )/ ¢is the effective wage of the skill type y at firm j. Given any
density fg|,. and firm amenities {ay, }«, the firm-specific labor supply elasticity, defined as

gir(x,p) =0logLi:(x,¢)/dlogW;:(x, ¢), equals a y-specific function of {W;:f()(, ©) ti:

[exp (Blog WET(x)) /157 (B, X, )] fp1xe. = (Bl 7)
[ [exp (B'1og WeT(x)) /157 (B", x» )| fp1. = (B x> T)dB’

gjr(x. @) = /ﬁ X
where I1(8, v, ¢) = i:l exp(Blog sz()(, @) +ag,). The equilibrium wage equations are:

ex (WSt 0 @) [ {WET (v, ) Y )
L+ &y (WSl Oxs @) [ {WET (x, 0)is)

Wel(x. o) = (
x'eX

for any firm j and vector of skills (y, ¢) € X X R,;. By construction, the right-hand-side of

these equations is a (J, x)-specific function of the effective wages {sz( X>®) k. As shown

by Lemma 2, there is almost always a unique, profit-maximizing solution to these equations.

. I . . ff _ ff . I .

Thus, with probability one, the effective wages satisfy WJ‘?T (x,p) = W]e.T (x) in equilibrium.

O

C.2. Identification of Labor Supply Elasticities

My identification strategy relies on a common trends assumption, which asserts that the
difference in untreated potential outcomes over time is the same, on average, between treated
and untreated firms in the economy. To assess when this assumption is valid, it is necessary
to understand how untreated potential outcomes evolve. In my setting, these outcomes evolve
due to labor supply shifts resulting from the TFP shocks at treated firms. These shifts occur
through a common channel: workers’ wage indices {I(, X)}g x and the joint distribution
Fg x. Therefore, for the common trends assumption to hold, I require that treated and un-
treated firms are affected in the same way, on average by any change in {/(8, X) }g.x and Fg x.
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Proof of Proposition 2.

To begin, I consider the evolution of labor supply and effective wages for any untreated
firm j between time periods 19 and 7;. This firm does not experience a TFP shock. Yet, its
wages and labor shift due to changes in {/(3, X)}g x and Fg x. The proof follows two steps.

Step 1. Derive a sufficient statistic for w]T ek w]T o) and €z, 0(x) = €jz.0(x)-

Before proceeding, I introduce some new notation. Let fg), -, (Bilx) and f3, -, (Bilx)
denote the conditional densities of workers’ preference parameters S; given their skill type y
at time periods 7o and 71, respectively. I also define f, |, (x) and f,|r, (x) as the corresponding
densities of worker skill types. Next, for T'; = (0}, @;, {0} y» {@jy = @jy'}y.p) > I define:

l—a;—-p; A
gr.c(WIT)) =log(1 — a;j) +10g6;, — (1 = py)hy (W) + + log >\ 0y (hyr +(wIT})”
J x'eX

exp(Bw +ajy, —aj,
)( T(er ) = / / ( Ieff(ﬁJX ) L ) fﬁlx,‘r(ﬁlx\/)fwl)(,‘r(ﬁo)th(X)dﬁdﬁo-
for v € {19, 71}, where x* denotes some “reference skill type” at firm j. I assume that each
firm j takes the effective wage index I$"(B, x) as given. I can interpret g, -(w|I';) as the
equilibrium wage equation for a price-taking firm (with zero markdowns) where log(7;) = 0
anda;, = a;,—aj, . Asshownin Appendix B.2, there is a unique fixed point solution to this
system since the Jacobian matrix is negative definite. So, [can write: g, -(W*[T';) = g} (I'}).

By construction, the effective labor of skill type y for an untreated firm j in period T
equals Leff 0()() =exp(ajy) X hy, T(wﬂ 0()()|F ). So, the potential outcome w 0()() is:

1
=logT; +log(l —a;) +logb;, —log|l+—7—
JTl 0()() g 8( 7) gUjx g( 81'T1 O(X))

— (1 -pj)log (Lj'f;,o(/\/)) 1oeip log Z i ( mo()())

x'eX

ZIOgTj — @jd —log (1+ +g;,T1(Fj)'

EY )
8jT1,O(X)

Since the wage changes are infinitesimal, I can write &, 0(x) = &¢,,0(x, W JTO O( X)), where
gir00x, jfj o(x)) represents the labor supply elasticity for an untreated firm j during time
period 7| evaluated at the pre-period effective wage w O( x). By this property, I can write:

1
sTo,O(/\,/’ ]TOO(X))

1
&2,000: Wiy T ,00)

w500 = we (x) ~log (1 + +log (1 + v 8 (T) = g n (T)).

qw WS (I 70.71x)
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Additionally, I can write the change in untreated labor outcomes ¢, 0(x)

exp(Baw (W (I 70,7100 4a -y

— €z 0(x) to be:

ITI (B.X)

fﬁl)(,‘n (ﬁ|)()f)(,4p|-r] (X’ SD)dﬁ

Cir0(x) = jzy,0(x) = log

/ exp(Brwefl

Iy o)+ajy - a/)(*)

Iy (B7.X)

f,BI/\/,To (ﬁ’lX)fX,(plTO (Xa ‘p)dﬁ,

qewS (O 70.71.x)

Step 2. Demonstrate that the common trends assumption holds under Assumption I.

To begin, I write down the difference-in-differences estimand in the following way:

E |6 00 = G 0012) = 1wt (0) = w]

~B|tm,00 = £ 0|25 = 0,058, 00 = ]

eff eff
G () —w

DiDT(),T] (W|/\/) =
E |

|z =1,we (x) =

E [gj‘n (x) _ngO(X)|Zj = l,wjﬁ; (x) = W]

w] -E [Wj-f;()() - ]TO(X)|ZJ =0, wifzo(/"/) - W]

~E (62,00 = £, 00125 = 0,0 (1) = w)|

E[wel (0l = 1w (1) =

w| =B Wt (0]Z; = 0wl () = w)|

In terms of the potential outcomes in the model, this estimand may be re-written to be:

E [Gri100) = L1 00|25 = Lwsh 00 = w| = [ 612,000 = Gr,.0 00125 = 0.5 (1) = w]

DiD‘ro,‘r] (W|/\/) =

Using the functions g,, (w® 70 O(X)|F ,T0, T1, ) and qg(w

E[w]T 0(/\()|ZJ =1, WJTO(/\/) —w] E
=E

=E

E[ jTi, O(X) [T()O(X)|Z =0, Wil-fro()()zw =E
=E

=E|{

E[wel  0n[Z; = Lwsh () = w| =B [wel 00|25 =0, (x) = w]

()()IF , 70, T1, ), I can write:

=0, wﬁo()() = w]

qW(WJTOO(X)IF[’TO$T1’X)|Z _1 W]TO(X) :|

qw(WﬁO 00O 70,71, 0)|Z;

[ 000125 = Lwst 00 = w|

q[(W]TO O(X)|r]aT09T1’X)|Z _0 WJTO(X) = W]
qg<wm oIS 70,71, 0)|Z7 = Lwsh () = w]

JT1 o(x) - Cjz, O(X)|Z =1 W]TO()()_W]

In both these equations, the second equality directly follows from Assumption I. Next, I write:

DiD

E [ 00) = Gt 00|25 = 1, wjf;o() =w| = [65,000) = €m0 00125 = 0,5 (1) = w]

70,71 (W|X) =

i
E[wel | (0]2; =

WS () = W] E[

T o01Z = 0.wE (x) = w]

E [KJ.TI,I(X) - 5]71,0(X)|Z] = I,W‘jg_o()() = W]

B[l 00 = wil (00|27 = Lwsl (o = w]
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Letting AL; 1, (x) = £jry1 (x) = £ 0(x) and AwST (x) = wel | (x) —wS] ((x), T write:

E[Al 00|25 = Lwsh () = w| = B a0, (0) x Awsh (025 = 1w () = w|
=B or, (. w1 (0) X AWl (0)]Z5 = 1w () =

_ng(X,w)XE[AW]TI(X)|Z =1 WJTO(X) ]

where the second equality uses the fact that &, o(x, -) is a continuous function of the (log)
wage. Since the TFP shocks are infinitesimal, the difference ij.fl (x) is also infinitesimal
for any firm j. By continuity, the difference &;,, (x) — &, (x, wjio (x)) is also infinitesimal.
Thus, from the equation above, I conclude that &, (y, w) = DiD, , (w) for any wage w € R.

O

C.3. Identification of Technology

Proof of Proposition 3.

Consider two skill types y and y’. For any time period 7 € {7, 7'}, equation (10) implies:
log MPL;‘;(X) - log MPL;@(){’) =logf;, —logf;,» — (1 -p;) [ log Lj.f;()() — log L;f;()(’)] .

Because p; and {6}, }, are fixed over time, the elasticity of substitution may be recovered by
computing inter-temporal shifts in the relative marginal products and effective labor shares:

lo L?‘f(){) —1lo eff - (0
&\ ey | 108\

| (MPL?‘fu)) (MPLe /o{))
MPL;- () MPL; (x)

(1-pp)~' =

Proof of Proposition 4.

I normalize the firm-specific efficiencies {6, } , by setting 6+ = 1 for skill type y* € X.
Under this normalization and given knowledge of p;, these parameters may be computed as:

0 exp llog (—MPLjfi ) +(1-p;)log ( Lﬁ W
ix = ff % “F ff *
MPLST (x*) L7 (x*)

A firm’s returns to scale and total factor productivity can then be recovered from the effective
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marginal products, the effective labor shares, and (log) value added at the firm. I write:

7’ p']
l-—aj=exp logMPL;E()() —yjr —log(6;,)+(1 —pj)long-ﬁ;()() + log Z 0y (ng()( )) )
X' eX

1-a; pj
Tjr =exp |vjr = ——2log ) 0y (Uﬁ(){)) :
0 .
J xeX

C.4. Identification of Non-Wage Amenities

Proof of Proposition 5.

For some firm j*, set a -, = 0. Under this normalization, the amenities a;,, j # j*, are:
ajy =1og Ljr(x, w5t (x)) —log Lj=(x),

where L - (x) is the labor supplied to firm j* by skill type y at time 7, and L - (x, w$T (x))
is the labor supplied to firm j if it posts the same log effective wage as firm k. If the elasticity
curve &7 (), w) is known to the researcher, then log L (), w}f{) may be recovered via:

eff
wiee (X)

aJ'leogLJ'T(/\/)+/eff 8]T(X,W)dW—1OgLJ*T(X)

wiz (X)

Note that Proposition 2 establishes that & ;- (y, w) is point-identified from DiDy, -, (wj.fo (X)lx)-
O

C.5. Identification of Worker Preferences

Proof of Proposition 6.

Suppose that the elasticity curve &;;()y, w) is known to the researcher for skill type y.
Then the firm-specific labor supply curves {L ;- (x, w)}; can be recovered through integration:

w
tog Lz (ew) =TogLjs(0) + [ sjo (v
well ()

Each labor supply curve L ;. (), w) may be expressed as a Laplace transform £{g}(s), where:

S =-w

L{g}(s) = /w g(t) exp(—st)dt, such that t=p
0 80 = g

oy exp(twsT (x) + aiy)

f,BlX,T(”X)leT(X)'
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The transform £{g}(s) is a one-to-one mapping of g(z). Specifically, any two functions g()
can only share the same Laplace transform if they differ on a set of Lebesgue measure zero.
Therefore, when the elasticity ;. (), w) is point-identified, so is the function g(g5), where:

exp(a;y)
S exp (Bwl (x) + aky)

If the amenities {a, } ; are identified up-to-scale, i.e., relative to some reference amenity a -,
then the density fg), (B]x) is point-identified for any $-value from the following formula:

g(ﬂ) = f,3|/\/,T(ﬁ|X)f/\/|T(X)'

S exp(BwT () + dxy — djry)

exp(ajy = ajy) fl(x)

I (Blx) = g(B) X

C.6. Details on the Estimation of Firm-Specific Labor Supply Elasticities

In my estimation procedure, I consider the following nonparametric Kernel estimator:

—_— Zj Kl,j(w)l{Zj = 1}(51'71 ()() - gj‘ro()()) - Zj KO,_i(W)l{Z_i = 0}(51'71 (X) - KI'TO(X))
DlDTOaTl (W|/\/) = eff eff eff eff ’
XK n{Z; = 1H(wST (x) = wSh (X)) = 2 Ko,;(w)H{Z; = 0} (S (x) = wS ()

where I define K ;(w) to be the Kernel weight for firm j with treatment status z € {0, 1}.
Examples of kernel functions include the Gaussian and Uniform kernel, defined as follows:

2
, 1 1 (w00 -w
Gaussian: K, j(w) = —exp |-z |————| |-

\2r 2 h

1{w-h< wf;.ﬁ;o()() <w+h}

Uniform: K, ;j(w) = .
o Zj]l{w—hSWjEO(,\/)SW+h}

In each case, the tuning parameter / determines the bandwidth. As 7 — 0, I find that:
7 2 UZj = 11 () = ey (X)) = 55 25 HZj = 0} (€, () = iy ()
Sz = ST () - ST (0) = 2 5 1HZ; = 04 (wST (0) —weT ()

where No = 3; 1{Z; = 0} and Ny = X}; 1{Z; = 1}. Also, by the weak law of large numbers:

}111_)1’% DiDyy 7, (wlx) =

S UZ = 60 (0 G2 00) L B[40, 00 = (000125 = 205,00 = ], andt
L
Niz DL UZ = 0T 0 = w5, (0) B E WSt G =S (02 = 2wt 00 = )
J

for z € {0, 1}. Furthermore, using the continuous mapping theorem, I obtain the property:

lim DiDy,. 7, (Wx) = DiDyy 7, (wly) asJ — oo.
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D. Data Preparation and Robustness Analyses
D.1. Details about the Estimation Sample

Figure A.1 plots the empirical distributions of log wages, log labor, log value added, and
log profits for the main estimation sample. Note that the distribution of log labor is truncated,
as the estimation sample is restricted to firms that maintain at least five full-time employees.

Figure A.1: Empirical Distributions of Wages, Labor, Value Added, and Profits
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Notes. This figure plots histograms of wages, labor, value added, and profits (in logs) for the estimation sample.

Additional Data Sources: External Instruments

Public procurement contracts in Norway are enforced by the Public Procurement Act and
associated regulations. The laws apply to procurement of products, services, and construction
contracts valued at over NOK 100,000, and they cover all public sector entities in Norway. All
public sector procurement is competitive, and procurement auctions are publicly announced
on Doffin.no. The number and scale of announcements depends on the size of each contract.

H. de Frahan et al. (2024) collect data on contract award announcements from Doffin.no
during the period from 2003 to 2018, encompassing over 60,000 announcements. The data
collection process involves three main steps. First, the researchers obtain HTML files through
the Doffin IT department, which contain the full history of contract awards for the specified
period. Second, they employ standard scraping techniques to extract information from these
HTML files. For each contract, various characteristics are collected, including the name of
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the winning firm, the size and date of the contract, and the product specifications. Notably,
the Doffin files do not provide information on the names of losing bidders. Also, for 90% of
the contract award announcements, the entire tax identifier of the winning firm is missing.

In the third step, the researchers utilize a fuzzy string matching procedure, following
Raffo and Lhuillery (2009), to link firm names in the Doffin data with government registers
that include both the names and tax identifiers of all Norwegian firms. This matching process
yields results for approximately 30,000 contracts. The researchers assess the accuracy of the
fuzzy matching procedure by analyzing the 10% of contract awards for which both the name
and tax identifier of the winning firm are available. They find that the algorithm correctly
assigns the tax identifier in 93% of cases. The accuracy of this matching procedure does not
appear to be correlated with contract characteristics, such as the value or number of bidders.

The estimation sample is defined using the same data and following similar protocols as
those used to analyze the internal instrument. Firms are classified as “treated” when they win
their first procurement contracts through Doffin. All firms that receive treatment within the
same calendar year 7 are categorized into a “cohort”. The control group for a given cohort
consists of firms that win their first procurement contract in year 7/ > 7 + 3 or never. Future
winner control firms are drawn from the Doffin data, and never winners are drawn from the
full firm sample. Just as with the main sample, the data is restricted to full-time workers and
firms that remain operational, maintaining at least five employees, for nine consecutive years.
In total, the Doffin sample is composed of 25,714 unique firms and 901,811 unique workers.

D.2. Robustness Analyses

The first set of robustness analyses replicates the main IV estimates presented in Figure 4
of the paper using alternative specifications. In Figure A.2, I show a version of the estimates
that exclude market fixed effects, effectively treating Norway as one single labor market. In
Figure A.3, I report estimates based on a restricted sample where firms only operate a single
establishment. In Figures A.4 and A.5, I show estimates computed using different types of
Kernel estimators—Uniform and Epanechnikov kernel functions, respectively. In Figure A.6,
I provide estimates for a restricted sample of firms with market shares below the median in
their local labor markets. Note that these estimates aim to address potential concerns about
firms leveraging their market shares to compete strategically for workers. Finally, in Figure
A.7,1 present estimates calibrated using the external instruments described in Appendix D.1.

These exercises reveal that the main IV estimates are robust to specification changes. In
particular, restricting the sample to firms with a single establishment or below-median market
shares does not significantly affect the results. Additionally, alternative types of estimators,
including the nonparametric binning estimator with a Uniform Kernel, yield similar estimates.
Furthermore, all the estimates remain relatively stable with and without market fixed effects.
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Figure A.2: IV Estimates of Labor Supply Elasticities—No Market Fixed Effects
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Notes. This figure presents IV estimates of firm-specific labor supply elasticities, excluding market fixed effects.
Otherwise, the estimates are based on the same specification choices used to generate Figure 4 in the main text.

Figure A.3: IV Estimates of Labor Supply Elasticities—Single-Establishment Firms
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Notes. This figure plots IV estimates of firm-specific labor supply elasticities with the sample restricted to firms
with one establishment. Aside from this change, all other specifications are unchanged, aligning with Figure 4.
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Figure A.4: IV Estimates of Labor Supply Elasticities—Uniform Kernel Estimator
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Notes. This figure plots IV estimates of firm-specific labor supply elasticities using a Uniform Kernel estimator.
Otherwise, the estimates are based on the same specification choices used to generate Figure 4 in the main text.

Figure A.S: IV Estimates of Labor Supply Elasticities—Epanechnikov Kernel Estimator

(a) No College, <10 Years Experience (b) College, <10 Years Experience
2 2
© ©
8.5 75 &
o o
w w
> >5.0
550 =
s s
n - 0 25
s~ s}
3 ] 0.0
o0 -
10.6 10.8 11.0 11.2 10.5 10.8 11.1 11.4
Effective Log Wage at Firm Effective Log Wage at Firm
(c) No College, 10+ Years Experience (d) College, 10+ Years Experience
2 2
8 8
%75 %75
o oo
W [}
> >5.0
2'5.0 2
[} [}
> >
?,. 025
I S
G G
00 =00
10.75 11.00 11.25 10.8 11.0 11.2 11.4 11.
Effective Log Wage at Firm Effective Log Wage at Firm

Notes. This figure plots IV estimates of firm-specific labor supply elasticities using an Epanechnikov Kernel
estimator. Otherwise, the estimates rely on the same specifications used to generate Figure 4 in the main text.
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Figure A.6: IV Estimates of Labor Supply Elasticities—Small Market Shares

(a) No College, <10 Years Experience (b) College, <10 Years Experience
2 2
i) i)
R 79
o oo
W W
=50 >
Q. Q.
s s
¢ 25 @,
g g
@ 0.0 o [+
- L - 0
10.6 10.8 11.0 11.2 10.8 11.1 11.4
Effective Log Wage at Firm Effective Log Wage at Firm
(c) No College, 10+ Years Experience (d) College, 10+ Years Experience
2 2
S 8
@ 7.5 575
© o
w w
> >
£5.0 2'5.0
o o
@ @
« 2.5 = 25
o o
Qo Qo
g S
0.0 0.0
10.75 11.00 11.25 11.0 11.2 11.4 11.6
Effective Log Wage at Firm Effective Log Wage at Firm

Notes. This figure plots IV estimates of firm-specific labor supply elasticities with the sample restricted to firms
with below-median market shares. Otherwise, all other specifications are unchanged and align with Figure 4.

Figure A.7: Calibrated Estimates for External Instruments
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Notes. This figure plots the reduced form estimates for the external instrument, averaged across skill types and
years. The point estimates and standard errors in the first two figures come from H. de Frahan et al. (2024). The
bottom two figures show the estimated firm-specific labor supply elasticities calibrated to my framework. Note
that elasticities are measured at the firm level, and they do not account for skill differences between workers.
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The estimates calibrated using external instruments are not directly comparable to those
presented in Figure 4 due to differences in specification choices between the two papers. In
addition to imposing different sample restrictions, H. de Frahan et al. (2024) do not account
for skill differences among workers. Rather, they estimate wage and employment responses
to the instrument using aggregate firm-level measures, such as average wages and total labor.
Additionally, these wage and labor responses are estimated at the firm level rather than at the
establishment level. Perhaps even more importantly, their DiD estimators for computing wage
and employment responses differ from mine. Whereas I control for a firm’s initial effective
wages, the estimator used by H. de Frahan et al. (2024) controls for a firm’s initial labor
share. This approach would be invalid under my framework, as I allow for the possibility that
two firms with identical labor shares face different labor supply elasticities. Taken together,
these differences in methodology could lead to notable variations in the IV estimates.

Despite these differences, when I calibrate my model using the wage and labor responses
estimated by H. de Frahan et al. (2024), I observe a pattern that closely aligns with the main
IV estimates in my paper. Specifically, I find that labor supply elasticities vary significantly
across firms, with higher elasticities being associated with higher average wages at the firm.
Any discrepancies between the two sets of estimates may attributed to the specification
differences outlined above. Yet, it is reassuring that the same patterns emerge in both cases.

The second set of robustness analyses are misspecification tests. First, I test whether the
internal instrument Z impacts labor on the intensive margin by influencing work hours. I find
that there is no significant effect. Next, I test whether the I'V estimates (averaged across years,
firms, and skill types) differs between firms with below-median and above-median market
shares in their local labor market. I find no significant market share effect, which supports
my assumption that firms do not internalize their market shares when setting workers’ wages.

Table A.1: Two Misspecification Tests

Effect of Z on Work Hours Market Share Effect

Estimated Effect p-value Estimated Effect p-value

Market FEs -0.011 0.105 -0.380 0.311
(0.007) (0.773)

No Market FEs -0.003 0.624 -0.073 0.462
(0.007) (0.774)

Notes. This table presents two misspecification tests. The first two columns report the estimated effect of Z
on worker’s scheduled hours. The third and fourth columns report the effect of having an above-median local
market share on the labor supply elasticities. Both tests are conducted with and without market fixed effects.
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D.3. Additional Tables and Figures

This Appendix section provides additional tables and figures that are not included in the
main text of the paper. In Figure A.8, I plot the estimated distributions of worker skill levels,
disaggregated by college attainment and experience. In Figure A.9, I plot the IV estimates
for my main specification, averaged across all years and skill types. In Figure A.10, I plot the
estimated distributions of worker and firm rents across firms in the main estimation sample.

Figure A.8: Estimated Distributions of Worker Skill Levels
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Notes. This figure plots the the estimated distributions of worker skill levels by college attainment and experience.

Figure A.9: Average IV Estimates by Effective Wage
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Notes. This figure plots firm-specific labor supply elasticities and labor wedges, averaged across all subgroups
and years. Market fixed effects are included. All standard errors are bootstrapped using 500 bootstrap samples.
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Figure A.10: Estimated Distributions of Worker and Firm Rents
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Notes. This figure plots the distributions of estimated firm rents and estimated average worker rents at a firm.
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